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their capable and inspir-
ing leadership! 
The entire Orange County 
branch can be proud of 
our Vice-President and 
Membership Chair, Bar-
bara Bruce, who received 
a congratulatory letter 
from the State Member-
ship Secretary, Carol 
Oaks.  I would like to 
quote from Carol Oaks 
letter:  “Congratulations 
on your very thorough 
and caring approach to 
new membership.  You 
are the first (and only) 
Branch Membership Sec-
retary to report mass-
Emailing members to re-
mind them of dues pay-
ment.  This will now be-
come a suggestion from 

 January  
2 Cm Eval form to be  

       Filled in. 

      VOCE app. Deadline 

13   Branch Meeting   

       CM Teacher Involve 

       Form due 

16 YAG 

17 Instrum Workshop 

18 Bach Master Class 

23  Baroque Festival 

  February 
3 Branch Meeting 

5 Adult Workshop 

6 Student Workshop  

6 VOCE Branch Aud. 

20 Instrumental Wksh. 

20-21  CM Eval/Theory 

20 String Panel Aud. 

27-28  CM Piano Eval.  

27-28  Piano Reg. Panel 

28   String Panel Aud. 

    As I am writing these 
notes, Christmas is only 
ten days away.  I hope 
that each of you will have 
a wonderful,  wel l-
deserved holiday, and 
that you will return re-
freshed and ready to 
cope with the many chal-
lenges coming after the 
New Year. 
At our December meeting 
at Chapman University, 
we enjoyed the beautiful 
guitar performance of Jeff 
Cogan, a long time mem-
ber of the Chapman fac-
ulty.  The program in-
cluded several rarely 
heard and interesting 
pieces by a variety of 
composers.  The intimacy 
and warmth of this guitar 

music was a lovely way 
to initiate the holiday 
season.  We are, as al-
ways, appreciative of the 
generosity of Chapman 
University in providing us 
a wonderful venue for 
our activities, and we 
a p p r e c i a t e  P e t e r 
Westenhofer for making 
the arrangements for us. 
The Theme festival, held 
on November 22 at 
Chapman, was a great 
success.  194 students 
and 36 teachers partici-
pated in this event - the 
largest enrollment of stu-
dents and teacher par-
ticipation in the four-year 
history of this event.  
Congratulations to Joan 
Lai and Ming-I Chen for 
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Cellist, pianist  

 
PROGRAM: Elgar, Cello Concerto; J. S. Bach, Unaccom panied Suite in G Major and  

Khachaturian,  Toccata for Piano 

*9:00 AM  Board   * 9:45 Social  *10:30AM  Program 
Roselle Hall, 2418 E. Balfour, Fullerton 

 

Orange County Branch proudly presents 



Notes con’t 

is the MTAC Bach Master Class, 
January 20 is the deadline for the 
CM evaluation form, and January 
23 is the Baroque Festival (entries 
due on January 13). 
Wishing you a happy and success-
ful New Year, 

Joseph Matthews 

 

                                           

YOUNG ARTIST GUILD  
Judy Lyons/Marie Djang 

Our Branch is very fortunate to 
have another YAG winner - Sarah 
Chang, student of Lucille 
Straub.  She will be giving a re-
cital for us on Jan.16, 2010, at 
Chapman University, 7:30 P.M.  
Program will include the 24 prel-
udes of Shostakovich. 

Tickets  at the door are -Students 
$5.00 and Adults $10.00 

 
This is a very special event for our 
Branch, and we hope you will all 
reserve Jan.16, and come and 
support our new Young Artist. 

the State Membership Secretary 
(me) to each Branch Membership 
Secretary, so you have made a 
very positive difference in the life 
of our organization!  Thank you!  
I also like your orientation meet-
ing, as it is one of the best ways 
to begin mainstreaming new 
members.”  Congratulations, Bar-
bara!!  You have also made a 
very positive difference in our 
branch! 
Please remember that our Janu-
ary meeting is on the second 
Wednesday-January 13, and this 
meeting is followed by a series of 
events and deadlines.  January 
15 is the deadline for a Panel 
student to drop back to Ad-
vanced Level, January 16 is the 
Young Artist Guild program fea-
turing Sarah Chang, January 18 

COMPOSERS TODAY   Laurie Fischer-
Blasdell 

 
The CT Evaluations deadline is February 15.  If you 
have any students composing, this provides a place 
to send their own pieces to be evaluated and get 
two opinions.  This is an excellent educational op-
portunity for your students to get involved with com-
position.  For more information and application 
forms log on to www.mtac.org and click on Compos-
ers Today or call Laurie at 714-392-5026.  Send 
completed forms to Laurie Fischer-Blaisdell by Feb-
ruary 15. 

 

Young Composers Guild 
The deadline for your gifted high school/college 
composers to apply is February 15 .  Download the 
information and forms on the MTAC website or call 
Judith Moore.   

 

BACH FESTIVAL 
Susan Bana 
. 
Online registration for the Southern California Junior 
Bach Festival opened on November 1, 2009.  Please 
read over the Rules and Guidelines for Teachers, 
which may be found on our website.  January 18, 
2010:  John Perry Master Class.   10:00 A.M.- 12:00 
P.M. at Salmon Recital Hall, Chapman Univer-
sity.  Application forms are posted online.  April 25, 
2010:  All-Branch Regional String Festival at El 
Camino College. Application Deadline:  March 25, 
2010.  Chair: Joseph Ganahl.  Please visit scjb.org for 
additional informationa.  May 2, 2010: 
All-Branch Regional Winds and Voice Festival at 
the Brand Library in Glendale.  Application Deadline: 
March 30, 2010.  Chair: Bolin Pan.  Please visit 
scjbf.org for application information.  May, 2010:  Re-
gional Organ Festival.  Chair: Sylvia Barton.  Please 
inform me if you have a student participating.  October 
3, 2010: Complete  Works Audition. 8:30A.M. - 5:00 
P.M. at California State university, Long Beach. 



MEMBERSHIP  Barbara Bruce 
Active Membership Approval 

Kathlyn Grabenstein, active piano 

3121 Killarney Lane 

Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626 

714-540-6768  

k.grabenstein@hotmail.com 

Kook Hee Hong, active piano 

1140 Golden Springs Drive, #D 

Diamond Bar, Ca. 91765 

646-436-6880 

kookheehong@hotmail.com 

 

Yearbook corrections 

Yoojung Chung , p. 35 

New address: 273 W. Linden Dr. 

Orange, Ca. 92865 

Sophia Wenting Su , p.46 

New address: 2955 Champion Way, #181 

Tustin Ranch, Ca. 92782 
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Judy Kang is currently in her Junior year at the Thornton School of Music, USC, double majoring in Cello 
and Piano. She is on a four-year full-tuition scholarship, studying cello with Peter Stumpf of the Thornton fac-
ulty and principal cello of the L. A. Philharmonic, and piano with Daniel Pollack, Thornton Faculty and interna-
tionally famous concert  pianist.  From Taiwan, she won top prizes in many  national pre-college competitions 
in both cello and piano, including a first place in a National Chamber Music Competition, performing cello in 
the Piazzola Piano Trio. 
 
At the age of sixteen, she came to the U. S. and began private cello studies with Dr. Charles Baker, and pri-
vate piano studies with Ching Li (Stacey) Wang of the Los Angeles Branch, MTAC.  While studying with Dr. 
Baker, she auditioned for the Pacific Symphony Youth Orchestra 
(PSYO) and became principal chair for two years.  During her second year as principal cellist, she auditioned 
for and won the PSYO Concerto Competition culminating in a performance of the Finale of the Saint-Saens 
Cello Concerto with the orchestra in the Renee and Henry Segerstrom Music Center Concert Hall.  During 
her first year as PSYO principal chair, she was chosen to appear in a master class with Lynn Harrell, concert 
cellist, sponsored by the Pacific Symphony Orchestra. 
 She performed on the Cello Master Classes of the MTAC State Conventions in 2006, with Daniel Rothmuller, 
principal stand, L.A. 
Philharmonic and in 2007 with Peter Wyrick, principal stand, San Francisco Orchestra. 
 
While a student with Stacey Wang, she was chosen to perform on the MTAC State Convention Piano Panel 
Recital at the Biltmore Hotel in 2006. In the same year, she  received the top prize in the L. A. 
Regionals of the International Liszt Piano competition. 
 
Her dream "is to become a concert cellist like Yo Yo Ma or Lynn Harrell as well as a professional piano per-
former." 

PANEL PIANO EVALS  Kyung Bae  
The panel piano student evaluation form must be entered on-
line on January 2- January 10.  I hope all panel teachers have 
received 4 attachments of the instructional email from CM Re-
gional Chair Vera Hoalim by this time.  If any panel teacher 
didn’t get this information, please let me know as soon as pos-
sible. Here are important dates for panel students. 
January 2: Database is open for entering information on line 
(Plan to enter the  Information as soon as the database is 
open). 
January 10: Deadline for panel students to enter repertoire and 
information on-line. 

Day 1:  Feb. 27 (Sat.) at Whittier College 
Day 2:  Feb. 28 (Sun.) at Saddleback College - Our Branch 
(OC) panel audition day 

Day 3:  March 6 (Sat.) at Whittier College – Our Branch (OC) 
YAG audition day 

Day 4:  March 7 (Sun.) at CSULB 

March 26-28: Panel Final South at Cal Poly Pomona.Teachers 
with students going into next round of the Panel Final audition 
will be notified by phone as soon as the results are in. 

YAG applicants must send a signed Letter of Intent and 2 cop-
ies of their YAG repertoire list to Regional Panel Chair by 
Feb.1, 2010. 



Deadline for February newsletter is January 15th to  Lynn DeCosa, Notations editor 

 714-602-6328  LMR5678@socal.rr.com    
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CM PIANO EVAL SCHEDULE    Nancy Hsu 
There are about 1300 students to be evaluated over a period of two weeks.  Each student is assigned to a 
specific date and time randomly by a computer program. I will try to accommodate specific request for a 
preferred date under certain conditions in order to serve students better. 

Teachers who have sibling and carpool students can make special requests online without sending any 
note to me. 

Teachers who have students with specific request need to send a letter or e-mail to me. 
Teachers who have students playing duet or duo must notify me, so I can make sure they are scheduled 
accordingly.   
In your letter or e-mail, please include your students’ reason for request and the c onflict date . I will do 
my best to accommodate your requests but there is NO guarantee every request will be honored.  

I MUST receive your written request by 11:59 pm on January 20, 201 0 to consider your request.   

Please keep in mind it will be impossible to make any changes once the schedule is published.  

 

Feel free to contact me if you should have further questions. 



CERTIFICATE OF MERIT  Judi Moore, Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enter Evaluation Information.  Beginning January 2, enter student evaluation information online.  Be sure to 
check your syllabus for repertoire requirements for each level.  All selections must be at the level entered or 
above.  The syllabus piece must be at the level entered.  All information must be entered by midnight Janu-
ary 20.   
Branch Honors.   In order to be eligible, the box must be checked on the evaluation form.  No exceptions!  
Requirements for Honors are as follows: 

· Grade 7, Level 5 or above 

· Good or Excellent in both Sight Reading and Technique 

· 80% or above on the theory exam 

· All pieces must be memorized and well performed (Woodwinds are not required to memorize) 

· Must receive a 5- or above to be considered 
Evaluator chooses the piece 
Convention Recitals.  Students who wish to be considered for a convention recital, must enter the informa-
tion online.  Check the Yearbook or the MTAC website for the different requirements for each recital.  Keep in 
mind that the 2010 MTAC Convention will be in Los Angeles. 
Student Cancellations.  Notify Nancy Hsu all student cancellations by e-mail as soon as possible.  Other-
wise, your student will be scheduled and the Evaluator will have to be paid.  Be sure to list student’s name, 
identification number, level and grade. Nancy’s e-mail address is nancyhsu1@netzero.com  
Special Requests (Piano).  If a student has a conflict, you may request a specific day. No request can be 
guaranteed.  However, the earlier you make the request, the more likely that request will be honored. If your 
student has to have a certain date, please e-mail Nancy Hsu with the student name, identification number, 
grade and level. Nancy will make sure your request is honored.  When requesting a specific day, remember 
to enter by Day 1, Day 2, etc. The dates and day numbers are listed below.  
Carpool/Sibling (Piano).  This is a valid request.  Be sure to use only one student’s username for the group.  
For example, if Susan, Alice and Hannah are sisters, use the same username for all three. 

Piano Evaluation Days. 

Day 1:  Feb. 20 CSULB   Long Beach 

Day 2:  Feb. 21 Orchepia              Irvine 

Day 3:  Feb. 27 Southwest Conservatory Fountain Valley 

Day 4:  Feb. 28 Southwest Conservatory Fountain Valley 

Day 5:  Feb. 28 Orchepia   Irvine 
PianoTeacher Work Schedule Form.  This is different from the Teacher Work Contract that you sent in with 
your registration fees.  These forms were sent out in last month’s newsletter and will also be available in this 
month’s.  Be sure to fill out the form and mail to Ming-I Chen.  The Teacher Work Schedule Form is due Janu-
ary 20.   
High School Student Volunteers.  We need students to work as Door Monitors and Runners.  They can 
earn service hours.  Any student interested can request which day(s) they are available.  For student volun-
teers, use the Substitute Form  which was in last month’s and in this month’s newsletters. 
Teacher Envelopes.  Student Check-in forms and maps of the venues will be available for all disciplines.  
Student schedules and teacher work assignments for piano teachers only, will be given out at the Branch 
meeting February 3.  Woodwind and Strings student schedules and teacher work assignments will be mailed 
out in February. 



Certificate of Merit 2009-10 
�

Instructions for CM “Teacher Work Schedule Sign-up F orm 
�

�

�

 

 

 

 

Choice of date :  In order to fill the jobs for each site, we have to ask you to choose only the date but not the 
location.  If you have to carpool with another teacher, please write the other teacher’s name on the form.  Please 
also make sure that both of you make the same choices. 

 
Piano Theory room :  Saturday AM shift: 8:30 am - 1:00 pm.  PM shift: 12:30 - 5:30 pm.   
Sunday shift: 11:30 am - 5:30 pm. Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the theory room.   

 
Piano Grading : Shift: 1 pm to 6 pm only for both days.   Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the grad-
ing room.   

 
Office: Sunday (2/21) shift:1 pm – 6 pm,  Sunday (2/28) AM shift: 9 am – 12:30 pm  

PM shift: 12:30 pm – 6 pm.  Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work for office. 
 

5.  Door Monitor and Registration Desk :  AM shift:  7:30 am – 1 pm.  PM shift: 12:30 pm – 6 pm. 
 

6.   Food Hostess : AM shift:  7:30-10:30 a.m. PM shift:   12:00-3:00 p.m. 
AM shift provides Breakfast and morning break snacks.  PM shift provides lunch and afternoon snacks.    Host-
ess must purchase food and paper goods.  Teacher will be reimbursed for expenses. 
 
Strings and Woodwind teachers  have to work all day even if they enter only one student. 
 
Teachers, who teach piano and one other instrument, are required to work a full day for their other instrument.  
They will not be required to work for piano, unless they are unable to fulfill their one day commitment for their 
other instrument.  If that is the case, then the number of hours will be based on the total number of students they 
have registered. 

 
Teacher who does not turn in the “Piano Teacher Work Sign Up Form” on or before January 20. 2010 will be 
assigned the work without the possibility of changes.   
 
Teacher’s schedule can be picked up at the February  meeting (2/3/2010).  Please open and check your 
schedule immediately.  Contact Ming-I Chen for any scheduling mistake before February 11, 2009.  No 
change can be made after February 11.  

 
 
 

We would like to thank all teachers for your support. Volunteers make the CM program a great success for the stu-
dents.  More than 1200 students participate in the CM program each year.  We count on our volunteers to make the 
evaluation process run smoothly so that our students have a more positive and rewarding experience.     

Mail the “Teacher Work Schedule Sign up form” to 

Ming-I Chen,  22 Lakeside, Irvine Ca 92604 

Deadline: January 20, 2010 



�

CM TEACHER WORK SCHECM TEACHER WORK SCHE DULE SIGN UP FORMDULE SIGN UP FORM  

Teacher Name: ____________________________  Phone N umber: _____________ Instrument(s): _____________ 
 

Teacher E-mail Address: ___________________________ _______     Number of Students Registered: ________ _ 
    
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

All teachers who register students for Certificate of Merit are required to help with evaluations*.   The involvement 
required is based on the following schedule:  

 
Choose the dates and shifts you prefer to work, please number your choices. 1.2.3…… In order of prefe-rence. list all 
the times you can work.  Please indicate at least 3 choices. 
 

 

*String Teachers work one full day on Sunday, March  7! 

Specify your job preferences (number top three): (Only MTAC teachers are qualified to work in the theory room, grading 
room and Office) 

   ________ Door Monitor           _______ Food Hostess  

   ________ Registration Desk    ________ Theory Rooms, 2/20 (8:30-5:30), 2/21(11:30-5:30) 

   ________ Grading, 2/21&2/22 (1-6 PM only)  _______ Runner    ________Office  

Note any physical limitations that might affect your ability to perform a job (i.e. inability to climb stairs, etc.):    

PLEASE DO NOT CALL TO REQUEST CHANGES.  Once scheduling is completed, there will be no changes. 

*There is a $75 per half-day  fee for non-involvement.  If you cannot work your required hours, you must either pay the 
fee or send a substitute.  Responsible high school students are acceptable substitutes. Remember!  All teachers must 
work at least one half day, or send a MTAC Teacher as a substitute . 
 

______ I will work the required half day and pay the non-involvement fee for the rest of my required hours.   

              I UNDERSTAND THAT I MAY NOT PICK UP M Y ENVELOPE UNTIL THE FEE IS PAID. 

______ I will have to pay the noninvolvement fee plus an additional $50 for each substitute who does not work at his 

assigned time. 

______ I will send a MTAC Teacher to work my full shift.    

______ I will work my required half day and send substitute(s) for the rest of the hours.. 

______Carpool with Teacher Name: _________________________   Local Teacher number: _______________ 

 

Name of substitute :  _____________________________________________________    

Phone :  ____________________________ 

Students Registered � Involvement Required �
1-5� half day �

6-10� one full day �

11-15� one and one-half days �

16-20 
21-25 
26-more �

two full days  
three days  
four days �

Non-Involvement Fee  

$ 75.00 

$ 150 

$ 225 

$ 300 

$ 340 

$ 600 
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� � � � �
Teacher Name:                          Email:     

Phone number:     � �

� � � � �

  Substitute #1 Substitute #2 Substitute #3  

Name        

Phone number        

Email address        

Date        

Time        

         

         

         

         
� � � � �
In order to fill the job in all locations, you are asked to only chose date but not the location.    
Thank you for your understanding.  � �

� � � � �

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 2009-2010 
 

Substitute Form 
Due January 20, 2010 
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